Civilization and Barbarism
adopted by infallible "leaders'* who are immune from
criticism. A democratic policy will be more flexible,
more empirical, more diverse in its sources and less
rigid in its application than a dictator's policy; but
that is precisely the sort of distinction which divides
science from dogmatism.
The Social'Rjesponsibility of the Scientist and the Artist
It is said, however, that science and the arts in any
community are the outcome of the type of life or the
economic structure of that community; and it is argued
by the advocates of dictatorship that science and the
arts should subserve a social purpose. The krger
question whether there is a "pure" science having no
connection with utility, or an "absolute" art, need
not be discussed here. The problem here concerns
public policy; and therefore, apart from the question
of science and art in general, it may be worth while
to note in what sense the needs of any community
should dominate or direct the scientist or artist. Some
believe in a mysterious "Aryan5* race or in ''Nordic"
tnen, who have a "purity" of perception and nobility
of action not to be found among Jews or negroes.
For them art and science are to be judged in reference
to this mysterious magical quality of the superior lace
to which they belong; and the Nazi dictatorship itt
Germany has proceeded to demand, if not yet to
supply, art and science to order. On the other hand,
under the Russian dictatorship the magical quality is
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